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Personal Opinion on the Death Penalty in First-degree Murder Cases
First-degree murder is defined as the intentional killing of an individual by a person who has acted deliberately, willfully, or had planned. Different states statutes have described the act as a crime. However, the exact definition varies from state to state and by jurisdiction. Notably, there are states which have included the aspect of premeditation while defining first-degree murder, whereas others have not included it. Besides, for a long period, states have disagreed over premeditation definition; hence, most have exempted it as an integral aspect when defining first-degree murder. For instance, New York has abandoned the aspect of premeditation due to the confusion associated with it. Therefore, these states have narrowed down the crimes which can be charged as first-degree murder to when the defendant has killed a trial witness, killed through an act of terror, or has killed a police officer. In a state like Iowa, the charges use the approach of either-or aspect (Miller Jr, 2018). 
From a personal perspective, I do not support the death sentence subjected to people who have committed crimes categorized as first-degree murder. Arguably, the federal law for years has been amended to uphold human rights; however, the death penalty seems to present the perception that the law is still using the concept of the uncivilized times when they used the idea of tit for tat. In my opinion, the defendants should be given a fair trial. They should be charged based on evidence while considering all aspects that might have triggered the defendant to act the way they did. Besides, some act after being provoked while others are not mentally stable (Miller Jr, 2018). Therefore, subjecting people to a death sentence is horrible, and it is against the will of God. Additionally, the defendants should be given a second chance to try and become better persons in the community. Moreover, most of the accused people who are sentenced to the death penalty mostly spend their days in prison, so why not abolish the sentence.  
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